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SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF SERIOUS INCIDENT STEMMING FROM 
UNAUTHORIZED SHRIMPING IN BRAZILIAN WATERS 

REF: BRASILIA 4766 

SUMMARY: REFTEL CITED BRAZILIAN REPORTS OF PRESENCE OF LARGE 
NUMBERS OF UNAUTHORIZED US SHRIMP BOATS IN BRAZILIAN 
WATERS, FORECAST POSSIBILITY OF CONSIDERABLY MORE 
VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY BY BRAZILIAN NAVY, AND 
RECOMMENDED THAT US BOAT OWNERS BE WARNED. ACTING 
FORREIGN MINISTER DIARIO CASTRO ALVES CALLED DCM IN 
MORNING JUNE 23 (AMBASSADOR IS IN SAO PAULO) TO (1) 

EMPHAIZE EXTREME GRAVITY OF SITUATION, AS US BOATS 
CONTINUE THEIR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY, FLOUTING BRAZILIAN 
AUTHORITY AND EVADING ARREST; (2) COMMUNICATE 
BRAZILIAN NAVY'S DEEP CONCERN THAT A SERIOUS 
INCIDENT COULD DEVELOP MOMENTARILY; (3) REQUEST 
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USG INTERVENTION BEFORE THE WEEKEND TO DEFUSE THIS 
CRITICAL SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CITING DETAILS, AMB CASTRO ALVES SAID THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN A "CONSTANT PRESENCE" OF UNAUTHORIZED 
US SHRIMP BOATS IN BRAZILIAN WATERS OFF AMAPA. NAVY 
HAS IDENTIFIED FIVE: MISS DIANA, DOLPHIN II, 
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CRUSADER, SOURD II (SIC), AND TRADE WINDS. IN THE 
PAST WHEN ILLEGAL SHRIMPERS SOUGHT TO EVADE ARREST 
BRAZILIAN NAVAL VESSELS WERE UNABLE TO CATCH THEM, 

BUT NOW THE NAVY HAS PUT MORE POWERFUL UNITS INTO 
ITS PATROL FORCE INCLUDING A DESTROYER AND A FRIGATE. 
ONE OF THESE UNITS FIRED THREE WARNING SHOTS 
YESTERDAY ACROSS THE BOW OF DOLPHIN II, BUT THE 
MSTER PAID NO ATTENTION AND BOAT EVENTUALLY ESCAPED. 
TODAY (JUNE 23) THE BRAZILIAN AIR FORCE REPORTS 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLEGAL US SHRIMPERS IN THE AREA. 

2. CASTRO ALVES SAID THAT ITAMARATY HAS INFORMED 
FOREIGN MINISTER SILVEIRA, NOW IN WASHINGTON, OF 
SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION. IT IS APPROACHING USG 
NOW IN HOPES THAT FAST ACTION CAN BE TAKEN TO HELP 
DEFUSE CRISIS BEFORE THE WEEK-END. 

3. RESPONDING DCM PROMISED INFORM WASHINGTON 
IMMEDIATELY. NOTING THAT BOATS ARE NOT UNDER USG 
CONTROL, HE CALLED ATTENTION TO LIMITATIONS ON OUR 
ABILITY TO TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES BUT EXPRESSED 
CONFIDENCE WASHINGTON WOULD PROMPTLY TAKE WHATEVER 
MEASURES ARE APPROPRIATE. HE URGED BRAZILIAN NAVY 
SHOW RESTRAINT IN DEALING WITH SITUATION. 

4. ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
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EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT US BOAT OWNERS BE WARNED AGAIN OF 
EXTREME DANGER OF SITUATION. IF WE CAN COMMUNICATE TO 
GOB THAT SOME SUCH STEP IS BEING TAKEN BY USG, IT MAY HAVE SHORT 
RUN EFFECT OF CALMING SITUATION. 

SAYRE 
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